THE EMPIRE  AS BURDEN  AND  SUPPORT
the United States forbid her industries to export war
materials to belligerent countries. Even if these laws
were not repealed they could easily be circumvented by
United States industrialists building subsidiary works
in Canada, from which they could then send supplies
to Great Britain in the event of war. All that is
necessary is that such works should be guaranteed
certain current contracts in peace time.
For the moment the chief plan of the British govern-
ment for the utilization of Canada's resources is to
build aeroplanes there. The consent of the Canadian
government has also been obtained for the training
of British pilots in Canada. It is likely that production
will concentrate chiefly on long-range bombers which
would then be flown over the Atlantic, arriving in
Great Britain within 24 hours and ready for immediate
commissioning.
However, Great Britain's efforts will hardly be con-
fined to the building of aeroplanes, and the prospect of
a war industry working under completely safe condi-
tions and invulnerable to all attacks from the air is so
attractive to the British government that in course of
time there is little doubt that an armaments industry
will be built up in Canada embracing all branches of
arms and ammunition production, and in all probability
the British system of erecting shadow factories will be
followed in Canada also.
The British Empire in its present-day form is an
experiment, and itis recognized as such by Great Britain
too. The very fact, however, that experiments are being
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